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SUB J : EC BEEF IMPORT BAN: OECD COUNCIL DISCUSSION 

REF: (A) OECD PARIS 18268; (B) STATE 159261; 

(C) STATE 156173 

1. DEPARTMENT CONCURS IN POSITION FOR OECD COUNCIL 
DISCUSSION TO BE HELD AUGUST 1 AS PROPOSED IN PARA 13 
REFTEL (A) WITH FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL COMMENTS AND 
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(A) . AGREE. TO ELABORATE THIS POINT. YOU SHOULD USE 
ARGUMENTATION CONTAINED REFTEL (C); U.S. DEL SHOULD 
PARTICULARLY REEMPHASIZE LONG-TERM DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS 
RESTRICTIVE IMPORT MEASURES WILL HAVE ON CATTLE CYCLE 
AND REITERATE THAT SUCH UNILATERAL ACTIONS PLACE PRESSURE 
ON MARKETS OF COUNTRIES TRYING TO AVOID RESTRICTIVE 
MEASURES. USG POSITION IS THAT MEASURES UNDERTAKEN SHOULD 
AIM AT EXPANDING CONSUMPTION RATHER THAN RESTRICTING 
SUPPLY. 

(B) . WE AGREE THAT EC ESTIMATES ON MEAT PRODUCTION, 

TRADE AND CONSUMPTION HAVE NOT BEEN READILY AVAILABLE. 
SUGGEST U.S. DEL ASK EC TO SUPPLY LATEST ESTIMATES AND 
REVISIONS ON A CONTINUING BASIS, AND REQUEST CONTINUING 
EC ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION AND TRENDS AT TIME OF ESTIMATE. 
WE NEED TO HAVE EC REFINE ITS PRODUCTION AND TRADE 
STATISTICS. WE WOULD KEEP THIS INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL 
IF EC SO DESIRES. 

(C) . U.S. DEL SHOULD NOT TAKE INITIATIVE IN PROPOSING 
OECD SEPTEMBER DISCUSSION ON EC BAN AND OTHER MEASURES 
RESTRICTING EC IMPORTS, BUT SHOULD NOT OPPOSE SUGGESTION 
IF MADE BY OTHER DELS. (FYI: AS NOTED REFTEL (C). U.S. 

SUPPORTS EARLY INTENSIVE AND DETAILED INTERNATIONAL 
DISCUSSION OF DEVELOPMENTS AND POLICY MEASURES IN 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN MEAT BY MAJOR EXPORTING AND 
IMPORTING COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, WE ARE STILL UNDECIDED 
ON PROPER FORUM AND TIMING, AND DO NOT WISH TO COMMIT 
OURSELVES AT THIS TIME TO BROADER DISCUSSION IN OECD 
FRAMEWORK. END FYI.) 

(D) . BELIEVE U.S. DEL SHOULD USE LANGUAGE CONTAINED IN 
REFTEL (C), PARA (E), WHICH STATES, "U.S. WOULD STRONGLY 
URGE EC TO REVIEW DECISION TO BAN BEEF AND CATTLE IMPORTS 
AND TO MODIFY THIS ACTION AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
DATE." THIS LANGUAGE IS INTENDED TO INDICATE MORE 
CLEARLY U.S. NOT ENTIRELY SATISFIED WITH SIMPLE EC 
AGREEMENT NOT TO RENEW THE BAN, BUT IS HOPING FOR 
EARLIER ACTION TO TERMINATE IT. 
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(E). AGREE. KISSINGER 
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